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BINGLES WE WILL LIKELY NEVER SEE 


When searching the LoC, one never knows what you might stumble upon. The story about Green 
and Rodrigue is an excellent example. 


Weekly Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks, June 3, 1918. 
It is seldom that a newspaper man or printer is willing to tell an occurrence on himself that 
would reflect on his penetration of a plainly worded telegram, or anything else, for that 
matter. This affair is so good that the public must bear with it. It so happened that the firm 
of Green and Rodrigue, who are doing business at one of the lower river camps in which 
the elusive bingle is required had a businessman there telegraph The Citizen for the same. 
The message was as follows: 

“Hot Springs, Alaska, April 29, 1918. 
“Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks. Please make up one hundred each twenty-five cents, fifty cents 
and one dollar bingles green and rodrigue good for tobacco candy and soft drinks send 


first chance also year subscription daily paper to same firm. 
“MORRISON & CO.” 


The bingles were run off according to the interpretation of the message with one exception 
- the printer could not find the color “rodrigue” and affixed the name of the senders of the 
telegram on the bingles printed as the proprietors of the pool hall. There was also sent a 
letter with the request for a sample of the “rodrigue”’ color, the printing being done on a 
substitute color. On receipt of the bingles at the lower river camp the following message 
was received by the printer. 


“Hot Springs, May &, 1918. 
“Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks. Bingles received should read green and rodrigue make new 


per our wire April twenty-ninth and forward first mail. 
“MORRISON & CO.” 


In the meantime the letter had been delayed in transmission and the party at the lower end 
did not receive it in time to understand the dilemma the printer was in. The shipment of the 
second lot of bingles was also delayed and before their arrival the letter was received by 
the sender of the order. In response to the letter the following was received, which cleared 
up the mystery of the unknown color: 


“Hot Springs, May 25, 1918. 
“Alaska Citizen, Fairbanks. Your letter sixteenth. Mr. Leo Rodrigue is white, also Mr. Dan 
Green. Rodrigue is a single man and has no children, therefore we cannot send a sample of 
him. Rodrigue and Green are running a pool room at this place and bingles are to be 
printed with their firm name instead of Morrison and Company. Your colors are O.K. Not 


necessary to create a new one. 
“MORRISON & CO.” 


Sadly, none of the Green & Rodrigue tokens are known to have sur- 
vived. And whatever became of the first printing that said “Morrison 
& Co.” Were these ever used? 


It is only through pure luck that the Bockfinger and Karry tokens 
(February 2023), from the same area, did survive! Were they or- 
dered from the Alaska Citizen newspaper in Fairbanks? 


But Dan Green and Leo Rodrigue have interesting stories to tell, 


especially Dan Green. 


continued on page 147 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


This is coming to you a little later than I wanted. I have 
had this 90% done, and just lost motivation. But that 
has returned, and this will go out a couple days after I 
write this. 


Why a newsletter on tokens that are unlikely to ever be 
found? It seemed like a good idea at the time. That is 
one reason this is a “bonus” issue. 


I know I went down a rabbit hole with the articles on 
Green & Rodrigue, Lawson and Josie, but I could not 
help myself. I found them very interesting and I hope 
you do too! 


I have some feedback on Marguerite Lowe/Bradford 
and the Douglas Cigar Store, but it will have to wait 
until next issue. 


On eBay this month, some military tokens brought re- 
spectable prices. The bargain of the month was the 
Nebesna Trading Co. I fell asleep and did not get a bid 
in. “He who shall not be named” flogged off a steamer 
token as Alaskan, which has no basis in reality. 


A quick thanks to those who have contributed to this 
year’s newsletter: Ron Benice, J.D. Williams, Douglas 
Strandberg, Kaye Dethridge, Irene Shuler, Mike 
Schmetzer, Tyler Fountain, Richard Greever and David 
Phillips. 


And thank you to those of you who have stayed with us 
for all these years. I am looking forward to year 46! 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, Hunter Cocktail Bar, 12'4¢, B-22a 99.990B 
Campion AFS, 743 AC&W, NCO OM, 10¢, B-la 45.88 
Cape Newenham, 744th NCO OM, 25¢, B-le 49.00 
Cordova, Alaska Hotel, 12'’2¢, B-2a 15.01 
Fire Island, NCO OM, 50¢, B-1dII 25.000B 
Indian Mountain, 708 NCO OM, 5¢, B-lall 67.66 
Juneau Drug, 5¢, B-35a 500.000B 
Juneau, New York Exchange, 5¢, B-53a 9.50 
Juneau, New York Exchange, 6¢, B-53bII 33.00 
Juneau, New York Exchange, 10¢, B-53clII 72.00 
Ketchikan, T&M Pioneer, 25¢, B-46bII 76.00 
Kodiak, B&B, 12'¢, B-lal 265.05 
Kodiak, NOB, B-10b 35.000B 
Kodiak, NAS Carpenters Local, B-15a 150.000B 
Kodiak, SS Yale, 25¢, B-16e 362.00 
Ladd AFB, Civilian Club, 10¢ bottle dep., B-1all 125.95 
McCarthy, Golden Hotel, 12'4¢, B-2a 24.38 
Murphy Dome, NCO OM, 10¢, B-3c 34.33 
Murphy Dome, 744th ACW NCO OM, 5¢, B-3i 71.00 
Murphy Dome, 744th ACW NCO OM, $1, B-3f 78.77 
Nabesna, Nebesna Trd. Co., $1, B-la 44.51 
Shemya, NCO OM, 5¢, B-2b 61.05 
Sparrevohn, 719th ACW NCO OM, 25¢, B-If 105.50 
Teller, Teller Comm. Co., $1, B-1d 25.000B 
Teller, Teller Comm. Co., set of 4, B-1 a-d 25.000B 
Unalakleet,7 1 8th ACW NCO OM, 25¢, B-lal 173.50 
Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12'2¢, B-4b 28.00 
Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12'2¢, B-4b 26.00 
Sugiya Contractors, 2’¢ OB150.00NB 
A.Y.P.E., encased cent, round 41.55 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Reserve; 
RNM = Reserve Not Met; W= withdrawn BIN = Buy it now; 
BOA = Best Offer Accepted; DNS = Did Not Sell; SUP= 
sold, unknown price. FTR = see For the Record. 


SPECIAL NOTICE 


It has come to my attention that some of the news- 
letters and renewal notices that I sent containing 
the Dillingham chit booklets have arrived post- 
age due. 


I prepared samples of these mailings and took 
them to my post office. These were mailed with 
the appropriate postage according to a clerk at 
the post office. 


If your newsletter with renewal notice and the chit 
book, or your renewal notice with the chit book 
arrived postage due, please let me know and I 
will reimburse you. 
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GREEN & RODRIGUE, cont. 


Nenana Daily News, March 3, 1920. 

Leo Rodrigue and partner arrived from the Hot 
Springs country yesterday afternoon, having made 
the trip up river with a dog team. 


Nenana Daily News, March 4, 1920. 

Rodrigue made the trip to Nenana with the Danny 
Green dog team and claims to have made a record 
run up the river, cutting the Seppala time several 
minutes. And he could have done better, he says, 
but for the heavy trail encountered. 


Nenana Daily News, March 13, 1920. 

Leo Rodrigue left for the end of steel on this morn- 
ings train to start preparations for the establish- 
ment of a roadhouse at Canyon City. 


Nenana Daily News, April 13, 1920. 

Leo Rodrigue, pioneer hotelman of the new settle- 
ment at the end of steel, arrived in town last evening 
to purchase supplies for his establishment. He will 
return to Healy tomorrow morning. 


Perec scse soso ees 


HEALY RIVER 
ROADHOUSE 


END OF STEEL 


LEO RODRIGUE 


Proprietor. 
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Nenana Daily News, April 15,1920. 


Nenana Daily News, August 28, 1920. 

Popular Roadhouse Now Under New Management 
The Healy River roadhouse which was established 
at the end of steel several months ago by Leo 
Rodrigue has been purchased by S.T. Hinkley and 
Ambrose Van and will continue to be conducted by 
them as a first class trail establishment, where trav- 
elers may obtain the best the market affords in the 
eating line, and good sleeping accommodations. A 


full line of tobaccos also will be carried in stock. 


The new proprietors are experienced roadhouse men 
and it will be their aim to make the Healy house one 
of the best stopping places south of Nenana. 


Well, Leo did not stay there very long... 


Nenana Daily News, February 17, 1921. 

Leo Rodrigue, who arrived from the canyon on 
yesterday's train, is getting an outfit together pre- 
paratory to a trip into the Kuskokwim country. 


Kusko Times, McGrath, November 15, 1924. 
When Leo Rodrigue Flew to Fairbanks 

Fairbanks News Miner: Noel Wein, Fairbanks avia- 
tor, arrived here after having been in the air three 
hours and twenty minutes from McGrath. He states 
that it was one of the hardest trips he has ever un- 
dertaken, a blinding snowstorm making it almost 
impossible to keep the course. The weather was ex- 
cellent when he left McGrath, but near Lake 
Minchumina the plane ran into snow, which contin- 
ued the rest of the trip. From Nenana nothing could 
be seen except a heavy black cloud, and Wein ex- 
pected to be forced back any minute. Mr. Rodrigue 
came up in the plane, and both he and Wein were 
numbed by the cold by the time they reached a local 
field. 


A Place to Eat 


Short Orders and Lunches 
From Noon Till Midnight 


Leo Rodrigue - Prop. 


Kusko Times, November 14, 1925. 


Larson Roadhouse 
Takotna’s: Up-to-Date Hostelry 


New Dog Houses. 


Leo Rodrigue 


Kusko Times, April 24, 1926. 
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GREEN & RODRIGUE, cont. 


The last we see of Leo, he is back in the roadhouse 
business. 


Dan Green is more interesting than Leo Rodrigue, that 
is why I saved him for last. 


Nenana News, March 31, 1917. 
Dan Green, well known restaurant man of Dawson, 
and brother of Captain Jack Green, spent several 
days in town during the week. He is enroute to 
Marshall City with two partners, to look over some 
mining property which they own. 


This is the first mention of Dan Green. But he came to 
Alaska via Dawson. A little more than a month later, 
he is in business with Leo Rodrigue in the Hot Springs 
district, where we started our story. 


Weekly Alaska Citizen, November 3, 1919. 
SPRINGS WOMAN LEG BROKEN BY RUNAWAY 
TEAM 

Mrs. Dan Green suffers broken leg while exercis- 
ing dog team: Extent of injuries unknown: Ft. Gib- 
bon Doctor Summoned. 


In the same papet... 


INJURIES SAID NOT SO SERIOUS 

According to information received in town last night, 
Mrs. Dan Green, of Hot Springs, who was injured 
on Wednesday in a runaway accident, is improving 
considerably. The army physician from Fort Gib- 
bon arrived at Hot Springs yesterday and after an 
examination announced that the woman was not in- 
ternally injured, as had been feared The injured leg 
shows a clean break. This has been set and it is 
stated that Mrs. Green will probably be as good as 
new in xix weeks or two months, or the length of 
time it takes for the break to mend. 


Nenana Daily New, August 13, 1920. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Green, old time residents of the 
Hot Springs district, arrived in town this morning 
on the steamer Tanana. They are enroute to the 
States to reside permanently. 


Cordova Daily Times, August 23, 1920. 
Steamship Alameda Takes Many South 
...Dan Greene and wife...for Seattle 


Nenana News, December 5, 1922, 
Mrs. Dan Green, who came to Nenana for hospital 
treatment, underwent an operation today. 


The good news is that the Greens are back in Alaska. 


Nenana News, December 19, 1922. 

Mrs. Dan Green, of the Hot Springs district, who 
has been under treatment at the local hospital for 
several weeks will be able to return home shortly. 


Seward Daily Gateway, November 3, 1923. 

The Hot Springs road house, Dan Green, owner and 
manager, is doing well with the usual fall influx from 
the creeks. 


Daily Alaska Empire, Juneau, February 18, 1941. 
Dan Green, member of the Legislature four years 
ago, came in today on the Alaska and flew to 
Fairbanks via PAA. Green, for a number of years, 
has operated a road house at Manley Hot Springs. 


The Nome Nugget, June 27, 1952. 

Early-Day Alaskans Will Be Honored at Alaska Day 
Luncheon On Monday 

Seattle, (AP) - Old time Alaskans will be honored at 
Alaska Day luncheon here next Monday. 


Among the old-time Alaskan guests will be...Dan 
Green, Northern Chief of the Alaska Yukon Pioneers 
Association... 


But why does Dan Green warrant all this space for a 
bingle we will never see? 


1925 SERUM RUN 


Seward Daily Gateway, January 30, 1925. 
DOGTEAMS LEAVE RUBY LAST NIGHT 
FAIRBANKS, JAN. 30. - The dogteam relay bearing 
antitoxin for Nome reached Ruby at midnight, half 
way to Nome. They left Tanana at § o'clock yester- 
day morning and sped westward. Prominent white 
and native dog mushers taking part are J.W. Shan- 
non, Edgar Kellen, Jim Kalland, Dan Green, John 
Folger, Titus Nicolas, each driver rushing the pack- 
age a distance of about 75 miles and turning it over 
to another in waiting. 


Nome Nugget, February 14, 1925. 
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1925 SERUM RUN 


MULFORD SERUM COMPANY TO REWARD RE- 
LAY MEN. 

The following telegram was received by Mayor 
Maynard from the manufacturers of the diphtheria 
serum which is interesting, and is published here- 
with: 


Philadelphia, Pa, Feb. 9, 1925. 

His Honor the Mayor 

Nome, Alaska 

Our heartfelt thanks and congratulations to the 
brave drivers of the dog teams that carried Mulford 
superconcentrated diphtheria antitoxin in the soul- 
stirring race from Nenana to Nome. The H.K. Mulford 
Company have arranged for special medals to sig- 
nalize their bravery. Please send the names and ad- 
dresses of the drivers of each of the teams. Their 
achievement is a splendid testimonial to the human- 
ity and courage of Alaska manhood. 


Alaska Daily Empire, Juneau, July 17, 1925. 
GOv. PARKS TO PRESENT MEDALS TO DRIV- 
ERS OF ALASKA DOG TEAMS, HERE. 

Seattle, July 17 - Eighteen gold medals for drivers 
who participated in the dash across Alaska with 
diptheria antitoxin in the Nome epidemic of last Feb- 
ruary, are on display in a drug store here. Those 
receiving the medals are Victor Annania, Mires 
Connigan, Willard J. Shannon, Harry Pitka, Gunnar 
Kasson, Dan Green, Tommy Patsey, Leonard 
Sepalla, Charles Evans, John W. Fuger, Charles 
Olson, Titus Nikila, David Corning, Edgar A. 
Keland, Henry Ivanoff, Edgar Nollner, William 
McCarthy and Sam Joseph. 


Original reverse die 


The medals have been awarded by the H.K. Mulford 
Company of Philadelphia, which cooperated in 
sending the serum to Nome from Seattle. 


The medals will be presented in Juneau on August 1 
by Gov. George A. Parks. 


Seward Daily Gateway, August 4, 1925. 
GOV. PARKS RECEIVES GOLD MEDALS FOR 
SERUM MUSHERS 


Gold medals for 18 men taking part in the delivery 
of diptheria antitoxin from Nenana to Nome last 
winter have been received by Gov. George A. Parks 
for presentation. The medals were presented by H.K. 
Mulford Company, manufacturers of the serum. 


While Gov. Parks has been asked to present the med- 
als by their donor, owing to the fact that the men are 
widely scattered and it would be impossible to bring 
them here to receive them, he has asked Federal 
Judge Lomen, of Nome, to represent him in present- 
ing the medals to the men residing at or near Nome, 
and E.O. Wetzler, U.S. Postal Inspector, of Nenana, 
to present the ones going to men residing along the 
Tanana and Yukon Rivers between Nenana and 
Kaltag. 


The medals have been turned over to the Alaska 
Museum where they will be on display until early 
next week when they will be forwarded to Nenana 
and Nome. Each has inscribed on it the phrase “For 
Heroic Service,” and the name of the men whom 
presented engraved on it. 
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LAWSON’S MISSING BINGLES! 


EATS FOR BINGLES 
Lawson's bingles are good for “eats” 
‘at Josie’s Cafe 318-mo 


BINGLES FOR EATS 


Lawson’s bingles are good for “eats” | 


318-mo 


lat Josie’s cafe. 
os 


Seward Gateway, January 22, 1923. 


Who is Lawson, and where are his bingles? 


Gommerce Pool 


Hall 


FURNISHED ROOMS 


Seward Gateway, November 19, 1921. 
The first ad for the Commerce Pool Hall. 


Seward Gateway, September 23, 1922. 

The old drug store building has received new trim- 
mings and looks quite nifty and will soon be occu- 
pied by Ed Lawson with a cigar store. 


Seward Gateway, September 25, 1922. 

Ed Lawson this morning commenced to move the 
fixtures of his new cigar store into the old drug store 
premises. Within the next few days the place will be 
ready for business, but not until a complete interior 
renovation has taken place. 


Seward Gateway, September 30, 1922. 

NEW COMMERCE NOW READY OF PUBLIC 
The new Commerce cigar store and pool hall has 
opened for business in the premises formerly occu- 
pied by the drug store. The interior has been com- 
pletely renovated and with the up-to-date fixtures 
of the old establishment a neat appearance is pre- 
sented. 


Mr. Ed Lawson, who will conduct the establishment, 
will take particular pains to cater to the public needs, 
carrying complete lines of choice confectionery, the 
famous “Pig’n Whistle” brand of delicious candies; 
fresh fruits will be received on every boat from the 
states as well as the best ice cream made in Seattle. 
Nothing but the best will be Mr. Lawson’s slogan -- 
and this will apply to a choice line of smokes as 
well as confections and fruits. 


In addition to his counter trade a “poor mans club” 
will also form a part of the establishment’ attrac- 
tions wherein the working man and other may en- 
joy themselves at cards and pocket billiards. The 
establishment is now open for the publics approval 
and courteous service is assured by Mr. Lawson. 


But the place is no longer The Commerce Pool Hall. 


Lawson’s Pool Room & Cigar Store 
THE PLACE OF RECREATION 


A full line of the choicest fruits, candiés, ice cream 
and cigars received on every boat. 


ED LAWSON, Propr. Next to Alaska Shop 


Seward Gateway, October 2, 1922. 


The last ad for Lawson’s Pool Room & Cigar Store 
appeared on March 10, 1923. 


Seward Daily Gateway, June 2, 1923. 

Mrs. Ed Lawson and son left on the Admiral Evans 
for Kanatak, where she will join her husband, who 
is engaged in business there. Mr. Lawson has re- 
cently completed a residence and sent for his fam- 


ily. 


Mr. Lawson must be quite the guy, completing a resi- 
dence within 2 months of his last ad in the Seward pa- 
pers. Kanatak is on the Alaska Peninsula. Certainly not 
an upgrade from Seward. 


As for Josie, we have one, two or three candidates, 
depending on marriages and divorces. 


See the next page. 
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JOSIE’S CAFE 


The first mention of “Josie’s Cafe” is January 16, 1931, 
which is much too late for Lawson’s bingles. So whose 
cafe was Ed Lawson’s bingles good for eats at? 


There are three Josie’s in the Cafe business in Seward. 
Or maybe 2. Or maybe 1. 


MTT TLE LEE LL ECC 


OVERLAND 


CAFE 


hk NOSCHEAA, Prop. 


COOKING 


AND 


HOME 


OPEN PAY NUCUT 


soVceeeverctaner eee ePS PSO STREOTEDALGEES TER VSEL EAT ELD 


Seward Gateway Daily Edition and the Alaska Weekly Post, 
November 1, 1918. 


Ads for Josie Knoschka and the Overland Cafe ran 
from Nov. 1, 1918 to January 7, 1919. 


The next Josie (Emswiler) is at Gabe’s Cafe with Gabriel 
Santos. We cannot say that Josie Knoschka is now Mrs. 
Josie Emswiler. 


Meet Me at 


GABE’S CAFE 


Josie Emswiler and * * * 
* * * Gabriel Santos, Props. 


Suisine of the Best. 
Everything the Market Affords. 


NEXT DOOR TO THE “KEY” 
| SSAA Lata AL APS BEGET LPS XLT ETL LTE LED EAI 


Seward Daily Gateway, December 14, 1921. 


But the partnership is dissolved on Feb. 2, 1922, leaving 
Josie as sole proprietor. 


But by June she is at the Branch Cafe. 


BRANGH CAFE 


Home Cooked Meals and Short 
Orders at Reasonable Prices 
Josie Emswiler Prop. 


Seward Daily Gateway, June 7, 1922. 


Seward Daily Gateway, March 12, 1923 
Notice to the Public 

Having sold out the Branch Cafe the undersigned 
will not be responsible for any debts contracted by 
the concern on or after March 11. 

Chas. Emswiler 

Josie Emswiler 
Dated Seward, March 12, 1923. 


So it is our assumption that Lawson’s bingles were good 
at the Branch Cafe, run by Josie Emswiler, before she 
sold out in March 1923. It is also our assumption that 
she had been in the cafe business so long in Seward 
that anyplace she worked was known as “Josie’s.” 


But what becomes of Josie after selling the Branch 
Cafe? 


Seward Daily Gateway, March 17, 1923. 

Mr. and Mrs. Emswiler left for Anchorage this morn- 
ing on a few days’ trip and will return and locate at 
the oil port of Kanatak. 


Isn’t that where Mr. and Mrs. Ed Lawson located to? 


But by January of 1924, Josie is back in the cafe busi- 
ness in Seward. She did not stay in Kanatak very long. 


Seward Daily Gateway, January 12, 1924. 
M.E. Holben closed a deal Thursday whereby Josie 
Emswiler became owner of the Marathon Cafe. 


Marathon Cate 


MRS. JOSIE EMSWILER, Propr. 


“The Home of Good Eats” 


QUICK SERVICE WE AIM TO PLEASE 


Seward Daily Gateway, January 14, 1924. 


Seward Daily Gateway, September 13, 1924 
Mrs. Josie Emswiler has taken over the Del Monte 
card rooms and will lease the property. 
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JOSIE’S CAFE 


Now you know at least chips were used in the card- 
room! 


In July of 1925, Josie leased the Marathon Cafe but 
was back operating it by October. 


Seward Daily Gateway, October 8, 1925. 
.. Mrs. Emswiler, who has had the popular eating 
house leased out for the last two months... 


During her absence from the business Mrs. Emswiler 
spent considerable time down at Nuka Bay where 
she owns an interest in the Rosness-Gillespie quartz 
claims. 


Seward Daily Gateway, April 14, 1926. 

Gabe Santos...who has been in Kanatak running a 
large restaurant the past four years has again lo- 
cated in Seward, and tomorrow takes over the keys 
of the Marathon Cafe, having purchased the popu- 
lar restaurant from Josie Emswiler, who leaves for 
Nuka Bay to take personal charge of her large min- 
ing interests at that popular camp. 


Put this in your memory banks as all will become clear. 


She’s baaaaack! Maybe. 


fpesasseananaesecesy, 


The Home of ae as 
Well-Cooked Food — 
_MRS. JOSIE SANDVIK 


aeeeeem nossnanant 


— 


Seward Daily Gateway, December 4, 1926. 


The Marathon Cafe is now owned by Mrs. Josie 
Sandvik. Is this the same Josie as Josie Emswiler? 


Seward Daily Gateway, January 29, 1929. 

In a business deal completed yesterday Harry 
Kawabe...purchased the Marathon Cafe from Mrs. 
Josie Sandvik. 


OK, who’s doing the proof reading on the following ad? 
Josie Sanvig? Sophie’s Cafe? 


This is worse than my newsletter! 


| NEW CAFE OPENING | 


Announcement is made today 
that Mrs. Josie Sanvig will open 
up “Sophie’s Cafe” about Jan. 


'22 in the former location of the 
ip & M restaurant. Mrs. Sanvig 
has been in a similar business in 
Seward, at various times, for sev- | 
eral years and is an experienced | 


chef. Alterations are now under- 
way. 


| ee eee 
| Ask about the Seward stam| 
| Laundry Cleaning and Pressing 
; Club. It will pay you. 


ANNOUNCING 
| the Opening of | 
JOSIE’S CAFE 

about Jan. 22% 
|| Regular dinners and short | 
| orders. | 
| eee eee 


[snag egg Pa faa tne armani neeptnen tat ote ae | 
Sen enn | 


Seward Daily Gateway, January 15, 1931. 


Seward Daily Gateway, June 12, 1931. 

The Eagle Cafe, formerly Josie’ Cafe, is the name 
of Mr. and Mrs. W. Fraser's new business establish- 
ment. 


Seward Daily Gateway, October 5, 1931. 

Mrs. Josie Sandvick arrived yesterday on the SS 
Admiral Evans Sunday from Uganik Bay where she 
maintains a clam cannery. Mrs. Sandvick formerly 
operated the Marathon Cafe... 


Seward Daily Gateway, October 17, 1931. 
Eagles Cafe, which had been operated by William 
Fraser, has been reopened under new management. 
Mrs. Josie Sandvick, pioneer cafe woman of Seward, 
proprietor of the cafe, is the new manager. 


Are we surprised? 
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JOSIE’S CAFE 


Seward Daily Gateway, December 22, 1931. 

A mining deal involving Nuka Bay quartz property 
was completed in Seward yesterday when Capt. Pete 
Sather...purchased from Mrs. Josie Sandvick her 
quarter-share of the eight lode mining claims, all 
situated in the Nuka Bay mining district. 


This cinches it. Mrs. Josie Emswiler became Mrs. Josie 
Sandvick sometime between 1926 and 1929. And what 
of Charles Emswiler? He ran a gas boat hauling people 
and supplies to Nuka Bay. 


Seward Daily Gateway, October 21, 1933. 

Josie Sandvick, proprietor of the Marathon Cafe, 
reports her place of business is now open for busi- 
ness. During the past summer Mrs. Sandvick had 
been packing fish at her Westward plant. 


So there we have the tale of one, or two or three Josies. 
If I were a betting man, I would bet they are one and 
the same. 


No marriage or divorce records were found in any of 
the Alaska papers. Perhaps there were three Josies 
and it is only a coincidence that they all were associ- 
ated with cafes. 


LEE POLESKE 


Sadly this year we lost our source in Seward. Lee 
Poleske passed away August 12, 2023 at the age of 86. 
The family is planning a celebration of life on Summer 
Solstice, 2024. 


Lee came to Alaska in July of 1964 just after the earth- 
quake to teach. He taught social studies, photography, 
Spanish and history for the next 26 years, retiring in 
1990. 


He was an active member of the Resurrection Bay 
Historical Society. He was the volunteer director of 
the Seward Museum until 2012. Lee wrote the news- 
letters for the Seward Iditarod Trail Blazers, the Iditarod 
Historic Trail Alliance and the Resurrection Bay His- 
torical Society. The Alaska Historical Society recog- 
nized his many years of research about Seward and 
Resurrection Bay. 


RUMORS 


Kaye Dethridge has heard rumors of tokens from the 
Ohashi family grocery in Ketchikan and chit books from 
Hammer & Wikan in Petersburg. 


There are a few items listed in ““Benice” for which dies 
are known but no tokens are known to have survived. 


Here is a mint sport from Dayton of Ruby, recently 
appearing on eBay. 


BINGLE vs GERMAN MARK 


Alaska Daily Empire, August 12, 1922. 

There is a Difference 

N.R. Walker is showing at his store today some of 
the latest German money that is being turned out. It 
is almost as heavy as a feather and is made of com- 
position. The money looks more like bingles handed 
out in a cigar store than good hard coinage of the 
realm - Ketchikan Chronicle. 


At that there is a lot of difference between German 
money and cigar store “bingle.” The latter are re- 
deemable at face in tobacco and other things of 
real value while the German money is only marks -- 
six hundred plus to the dollar. 


DICK TRACY 


moa 


DOVE CASINO” WAS THE 
GAMBLING PLACE INFLUENCE 
OPERATED OUT ON “THE 


(YES, IT'S A TRADE CHECK, PAT 

| FOUND IT IN THE CIGARETTE 

| MACHINE IN THE RUINS OF 
VITAMIN’S RESTAURANT 4 


Be Le 
ww 


Daily Alaska Empire, Juneau, January 2, 1947. 
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FOR THE RECORD 


CHITINA: Chitina Bar, T.W. Cloninger, 12’2¢, octago- 
nal aluminum, 28mm. Cloninger is all over the LoC news- 
papers. I will probably do something about him in a 
future issue. 


KODIAK: S.S. Yale, 25¢, aluminum, 23mm, B-16e. 
Benice thinks this is a restrike. 


SITKA: Robinson’s Bakery, good for one 12'2¢ Loaf 
of Bread/Sitka Mercantile, B-13a (submitted by Kaye 
Dethridge). 


LEONHARD SEPPALA 


This would not fit 1a withthe artiolo-onithe Sanna Run 
but I felt it needed to be included. 


Bronze - $8.00 


Ravn Alaska, a local Alaska airline has issued a set of 
token commemorating their return to serving Alaskan 
communities. From their website: “Each “Tokn” is 
minted in a single limited run and is only available (in 
Anchorage) when flying to or from each specific com- 
munity.” The tokens are dated 2021. 


The tokens are 30.6 mm in diameter and struck in nickel 
plated brass. Mintages are 15,000 for Anchorage and 
5,000 each for Dutch Harbor, Homer, Kenai and Valdez. 


Projected future issues include St. Paul Island, 
Unalakleet, Sand Point, Cold Bay, St. Mary’s and Aniak. 
These were to be issued in 2022 and later, but no im- 
ages are available on their website. Presumably none 
have been issued. 


This brings to mind the Coconut Grizzly token from 


Alaska Airlines! I checked the index. This has never 
been in this newsletter! I think it goes back to the late 
70s or early 80s. 


Gold anodized aluminum, 35mm. $8.00 


154 


NEW GOLD TOKEN - WALKER FORK 


Walker Fork is a tributary of the South Fork of the 
Fortymile River. Gold was discovered in 1889. A gold 
dredge worked there from 1934 to 1938. It is currently 
a favorite location for recreational gold miners using 
floating suction dredges. 


Well, this token is not pretty. But it was fun. 


I guess it all started when I found an Alaska map punch 
on line. I was so excited. The punch came, and I quickly 
made a die and pressed a token. The map was back- 
wards! I laughed so hard. When buying the punch, I 
had failed to think “backwards.” Since then I have 
purchased a map of Alaska that is reversed, and thus 
properly orientated on the tokens. 


My minion, Liza Claar, is preparing a presentation on 
mint errors for the Fairbanks Coin Club (if you are in- 
tentionally making them, are they truly errors?). That 
got me to thinking about brockages - where a coin stays 
in the die, and another blank is fed in and that coin that 
is stuck in the die becomes sort of a die... 


This also allowed me to do something that I otherwise 
would not be able to do. I could make the design on the 
token incuse (like the Indian $2.50 and $5 gold coins) 


So I experimented with some of my 1/10 oz. silver 
blanks and dies, and they looked pretty good. Would it 
work with gold? Well, kind of. 


To make these tokens, I needed to make a die that reads 
correctly when the letters are punched in. This requires 
normally orientated letter punches, not reverse letter 
punches. Here is where my first Alaska map punch 
comes in. I made a die for Walker Fork, with the map 
in the center. If you look at the die, you can read Walker 
Fork just as easily as you read it here - you don’t have 
to read it backwards. 


I then take a polished die blank and the Walker Fork die 
and press a 1/10 oz. silver so that Walker Fork is re- 


versed on the token (as it would be on a die). This then 
becomes my die for the Walker Fork token. 


Using the polished die blank to support the “brockage 
die,” I set the gold blank on the brockage die as cen- 
tered as I can, and set the Fortymile Gold die on top, 
and press the token. 


Because the brockage die expands and deforms, I get 
only one pressing from each brockage die. All tokens 
are slightly different: some stronger, some weaker, some 
a bit off center. 


die, and obverse and reverse of the gold token. 


Gold from Walker Fork is reported to be about 88%, 
but my specific gravity estimates it at a little over 90%. 
Close enough! 


These tokens are available for $130 postpaid, and in- 
cludes the 1/10 oz. silver brockage die that was used to 
strike that token. 


OTHER TOKENS AVAILABLE: 


DIME CREEK with platinum 
YANKEE CREEK 


CACHE CREEK 
WOLF CREEK 


WILLOW CREEK 125.00 
SEATTLE BAR 125.00 
DORIC BENCH 125.00 
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ODDS & ENDS 


FAIRBANKS 
. 


Felix Pedro 1952, 50th anniversary of gold 
discovery. Special - 10.00 


Mentasta Lodge, one free drink, antler! 30.00 


Fairbanks/Nenana Flood, set of 4: silver, 
brass, bronze and aluminum, #39 35.00 Little Richard’s, $25 poker chip 15.00 
VALDEZ 
2 SU Valdez/Prudhoe Bay, set of three; CN, brs 
— and brz. 18.00 


Kentucky Fried Chicken, set of 3-'0z. 
silver ingots 35.00 


Masonic Penny, probably current. Obv. like 
B-33al, reverse different. 15.00 VALDEZ GOLD RUSH, $2 Chip 12.00 


ALL ORDERS ARE PLUS POSTAGE. I WILL SHIP ON APPROVAL AND YOU CAN PAY UPON 
RECEIPT, INCLUDING THE POSTAGE ON THE PACKAGE. 
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